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Why EcoCor?
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Digital Environmental Humanities
● We are in an ecological multi-crisis 
● Environmentally conscious scholarship 

in DH is growing (Jørgensen 2014, 
Posthumus et al. 2018, Langer et al. 
2022, Ryan et al. 2023)

● ‘Ecocritical Enlightenment’: An 
anthropocritical inquiry through digital 
methods
○ human environment relations
○ activities and sufferings of 

‘more-than-human’ agents
○ representation of non-human 

entities
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By Acropora at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=304
32059
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Digital Ecocriticism
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➔ Texts not as human-centred documents but as assemblages of beings, 
materials, and relations



30/07/2026 Introducing EcoCor | DH 2026 Engagement | Trilcke et al. 

Areas of Action for Digital 
Ecocriticism
1. Foster digital collections of texts relevant to ecocritical 

inquiry
2. Application of methods from Computational Literary 

Studies to scale up ecocritical readings beyond the canon 
to the “great unread” (Cohen 1999: 23; cf. Moretti 2000)

3. Application of digital methods to deconstruct 
interpretative routines and shift the focus from 
human-centered to non-human-centered analyses 
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What is EcoCor?
• Open infrastructure for the 

presentation, exploration, and 
analysis of corpora with ecocritically 
relevant literary texts

•  Community of researchers
• Access via

• https://github.com/EcoCor 
• https://ecocor.org/ 

6

https://github.com/EcoCor
https://dracor.org/
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Concept: Building on DraCor
• Sustainable approach to DH 

infrastructure by reusing the 
DraCor tech stack: www.dracor.org 

• Programmable corpora as guiding 
principle (Fischer et al. 2019; cf. 
Börner & Trilcke 2023, Börner & 
Trilcke 2025)

• Components: Corpus, 
Microservice, Frontend, API
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http://www.dracor.org


30/07/2026 Introducing EcoCor | DH 2026 Engagement | Trilcke et al. 

Corpus Component
• Aim: highlight a large number of ecocritically relevant texts
• Two techniques to determine what counts as ‘relevant’:

• by secondary literature
• find texts with high numbers of references to ecological entities

• Encoded in TEI-XML, based on guidelines and schemata of 
the ELTeC project

• Collaborative and distributed corpus building: texts are 
stored in a public GitHub repository

• Automated ingest from repository to EcoCor’s eXistDB
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Corpora Available in EcoCor
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Microservice Component

• Computational functions for ecocritical text analysis
• Automatic extraction of dictionaries from Wikidata and 

manual refinement
• Dictionary-based entity extraction of plants and animals
• In the future: ML models for entity extraction 

(Schumacher et al. 2025)
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Microservice – Entity Visualisation 

11

Plants and animals in EcoCor-en
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Frontend Component
• Frontend as central interface for human-machine 

interaction
• Increase visibility of ecocritically relevant texts
• Promote ecocritical perspectives on texts
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Frontend – Corpus Browser
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Frontend – Visualisation of 
non-human entities
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Plants and animals in Gilbert White’s The Natural History and 
Antiquities of Selborne
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Frontend – Full Text Reader
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Components: API
• Makes the EcoCor 

data 
machine-actionable

• Data can be used 
directly in 
downstream 
analysis
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API – Downstream Analysis 
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● More-than-human entities in  
Emily Brontë's Wuthering 
Heights 

● A novel about the 
companionship between horse 
and dog OR

● Human-centered 
more-than-human entities? 
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Outlook
• EcoCor is evolving and ever growing 
• Our current focus: collaborative corpus development
• Further plans:

• Upgrade microservice: annotate references to animals 
and plants beyond biological taxa  (Schumacher et al. 
2025)

• Extend microservice to create network visualisations
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Outlook
• EcoCor as social software
• All further development is part of an active discussion in 

the EcoCor collective
• EcoCor aims to serve as a modest infrastructural 

component forming part of a dynamic “assemblage” 
(Latour 2005) committed to the ecological dimensions of 
humanities scholarship

Interested in joining? 👀
19



We are looking forward to 
your ideas and thoughts!



30/07/2026 Introducing EcoCor | DH 2026 Engagement | Trilcke et al. 

References

Börner, Ingo, and Peer Trilcke (2023). CLS INFRA D7.1: On Programmable Corpora. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7664964

Börner, Ingo, and Peer Trilcke (ed.) (2025). CLS INFRA D7.4 Report on the Implementation of Programmable 
Corpora. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15301341. 

Cohen, Margaret (1999). The Sentimental Education of the Novel. Princeton UP.
Fischer, Frank; Börner, Ingo; Göbel, Mathias; Hechtl, Angelika; Kittel, Christopher; Milling, Carsten; Trilcke, Peer: 

Programmable Corpora: Introducing DraCor, an Infrastructure for the Research on European Drama. In: 
Proceedings of DH2019. Complexities. Utrecht University. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4284002.

Jørgensen, Finn Arne (2014). „The Armchair Traveler’s Guide to Digital Environmental Humanities“. Environmental 
Humanities 4(1): 95–112. https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-3614944

Langer, Lars, Manuel Burghardt, Roland Borgards, Esther Köhring, and Christian Wirth (2022). “Digital 
Environmental Humanities – Zum Potential von ‘Computational and Literary Biodiversity Studies’ 
(CoLiBiS)”. DHd2022. Book of Abstracts. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6327941.

21

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15301341
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4284002
https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-3614944
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6327941


30/07/2026 Introducing EcoCor | DH 2026 Engagement | Trilcke et al. 

References
Latour, Bruno (2005). Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory. Oxford 

UP.
Moretti, Franco (2000). "Conjectures on World Literature". New Left Review 1: 54–68. 

https://doi.org/10.64590/hxj.
Posthumus, Stephanie, Stéfan Sinclair, and Veronica Poplawski, (2018). “Digital and Environmental 

Humanities: Strong Networks, Innovative Tools, Interactive Objects”. Resilience: A Journal of 
the Environmental Humanities 5(2): 156–171. https://doi.org/10.5250/resilience.5.2.0156. 

Ryan, John, Lydia Hearn, and Paul Arthur (2023). “The Digital Environmental Humanities (DEH) in the 
Anthropocene: Challenges and Opportunities in an Era of Ecological Precarity”. Digital 
Humanities Quarterly 17(3). https://dhq.digitalhumanities.org/vol/17/3/000714/000714.html 
(2025-12-13)

 Schumacher, Mareike, Marie Flüh, and Felix Lempp (2025). “Ecologies on Stage”. 2nd Workshop on 
Computational Drama Analysis. Preprints: 107–125. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16936633.

22

https://doi.org/10.5250/resilience.5.2.0156
https://dhq.digitalhumanities.org/vol/17/3/000714/000714.html
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16936633

